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NIAGARA FALLS NATURE WALK, AUGUST 28th

 Sometime in the winter of 1678, an industrious Flemish monk by the name of Louis Hennepen traveling on 
snow shoes with a small contingent of fellow Europeans, heard what he would later call “an outrageous noise, more 
terrible than that of thunder,” coming from what he described as “fifteen leagues” away. Continuing along the Niagara 
River toward the disturbance, Hennepen and his party of seasoned explorers found themselves standing before one of 
the most magnificent spots in all the world.
 Here is his journal account from that day: "....Betwixt the Lake Ontario and Erie`, there is a vast and 
prodigious Cadence of Water which falls down after a surprizing and astonishing manner, insomuch that the Universe 
does not afford it's parallel. Tis true, Italy and Suedland boast some such Things; but we may well say they are but 
soory Patterns, when compar'd to this of which we now speak.”
 The “Cadence of Water which falls down after a surprizing and astonishing manner” that he writes about is,  
of course, none other than that of Niagara Falls.  Hennepen’s account of that afternoon, the first by a European, would 
help turn this region into one of the primary vacation destinations in all of North America for the next 300 years.
 The feeling Hennepen and his party experienced on that fateful afternoon is best described by the Hebrew 

word yirah,  from the root - yud,  resh, alef, meaning a “flowing in the guts,” or what in English we call awe. 
 The New World Dictionary defines awe as the: “the mixture of reverence, fear, and wonder, caused by something majestic, sublime or 
sacred.”  This serves as an apt definition for yirah, but yirah is more than this, because of its direct connection with the divine.  In the Torah, 
yirah is often coupled with another word, shamayim, meaning awe of the heavens.
 Yirat Shamayim is a moment that puts us in direct contact with the essence of life.  Whether it is witnessing one of the wonders of the 
world, being present at the birth of a baby, falling in love, or simply feeling the surge of life flow in your guts on an average day, these are the 
moments that are imprinted on our very souls, moments that can inspire us to do better, to give more of ourselves, to embrace life to its fullest.

Listen carefully to the exuberance of those first explorers.  How easy it is for us to forget the power and beauty of a site we have 
visited so many times in our lives.  Even for me, a relative newcomer to the area, I have already begun to take for granted how closely I live to 
one of the great wonders of the world.  Yet,  still there are moments when I will notice the falls from a distance, a few exits away on the Robert 
Moses Parkway, and the sight of a plume of water exploding into white foam will take my breath away.

For those of you looking to enhance your spirituality as we prepare for High Holidays this year, I encourage you to join Temple Sinai 
and Temple Beth El in Niagara Falls on Sunday, August 28th.  We will meet at 10 AM at Just in Tyme on the River (7611 Buffalo Avenue) for a 
quick breakfast and introductions with Rabbi Drorah Setel and myself.  Then at 11 AM we will leave on a guided tour of the falls by nature 
lover and Temple Beth El member Jerry Horowitz.  The walk will not be strenuous.  People of all ages and abilities are encouraged to attend.

Come feel the power of the falls!!! Come feel the joy and exuberance of living beside such an awesome display of nature!!!
B’Shalom,
Rabbi Alex 
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 FROM THE PRESIDENT

     August is typically a relatively quiet month at Temple Sinai.  The board gets the month of August “off.”  Many 
people are on vacation, and temple may not be foremost in their minds.  However, we continue to have weekly 
services, rabbi’s office hours, choir rehearsals, meetings to plan for the high holidays,  and meetings regarding our 
possible merger with Temple Beth Am, our upcoming 60th anniversary, and other special projects.   Board 
members continue to usher at services, and Ruach continues to host Friday night onegs.  Those who still come to 
temple in the summer find that it is a wonderful, uplifting place to be.  And we are especially looking forward to 
our second BBQ Shabbat of the summer on August 5th!  This will be a special event.  In addition to the usual 
hamburgers, hot dogs - and wonderful side dishes contributed by all of the attendees – there will be fun music 
playing, and games and activities available.  Come enjoy our wonderful Western New York summer weather with 
your temple friends!
         As I’ve done every month, I’d like to update you on our talks with Temple Beth Am.  We have now activated 
four subcommittees, to deal with specific topics that need to be negotiated.  The worship (or “Rit & Lit”) 
subcommittee has been meeting regularly.  So far, they have discussed a format for services, and kashrut policy.  
At their next meeting, they plan to tackle interfaith issues, and the relationship between lay leadership and clergy.  

The finance subcommittee has met twice.  The two temples have reviewed one another’s budgets, contracts, and obligations.  Our next 
step is to try to put the two budgets together, and see what kind of savings might be realized.  The “social” and building subcommittee 
members have been assigned, and will probably have begun meeting by the time you read this.  The original merger steering committee 
continues to meet monthly to oversee the activities of all of the subcommittees.  In addition, as I told you last month, we have scheduled a 
Town Hall Meeting for Thursday, September 8th,  at 7 pm at Temple Sinai.  This will be a very important meeting.   We will introduce the 
steering committee members, summarize our progress to date, hear reports from the subcommittees, and open the floor for questions.  We 
will also be seeking member input on several policies proposed by the subcommittees, either at the Town Hall meeting, or in a survey.  
Please try to attend, as this will be a great opportunity to see the “big picture” as it is emerging,  and to have input into the process.  Of 
course, we are far from making any final decisions – and when there is a final decision to be made, it will require the approval of the 
congregation.
         Because fewer people are around at various times during the summer, I would ask that you help out where you can.  This might 
involve helping shop for an oneg (you will be reimbursed), or serving on a committee.  You don’t have to be a member of the board or a 
standing committee to help out.  Many jobs involve just a small or one-time commitment.   Contact Ruach Chair Maureen Seitz, or the 
temple office, if you are willing to help with an oneg (it’s easy!).  Watch the weekly email updates for other things we might need help 

Jill Hamilton, 
President, Temple Sinai

LIBRARY CORNER
BY Leslie Jaszczak

       After New York’s historic vote to legalize same-sex marriage at the end of June, it seems appropriate to reprint the following review from 
2010. An interesting sidebar: one of the deciding votes in the Senate was from Sen. Steve Saland, an Orthodox Jew who may have been 
influenced by a passionate but well-reasoned open letter from Rabbi Greenberg on the subject.
       Gay rights and same-sex marriage have been prominent in the media this year, and if you want to know more about the Jewish view of 
homosexuality, the temple library has Wrestling with God & Men by Rabbi Steven Greenberg. This book resulted from Rabbi Greenberg’s 
struggle to reconcile his identity as a gay man with his strong commitment to Orthodox Judaism.
       The main focus of this book is on the sources, starting with the Bible and moving through Talmudic and medieval Jewish history. Rabbi 
Greenberg presents evidence to support the surprising conclusion that, while there was never a positive affirmation of same-sex relationships, 
the situation was far more fluid and complex than one might believe. He also examines the rationales that have been given for the prohibition 
and points out their strengths and flaws.
       The concluding section is devoted to an imagined dialogue between a gay man and a compassionate but skeptical Orthodox rabbi., 
searching for an honest way to navigate the tension between the identity of one and the beliefs of the other. Wrestling with God & Men does 
not pretend to provide a resolution; however, it points the way toward possible compromise and respectful dialogue.
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716-634-6443 fax 
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DR. MARK S. FINKELSTEIN 
DR. MARINA A. MAULUCCI 
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ARE YOU A “WONDERING” JEW?

Well you can stop your “wondering” by becoming a 
student in The Florence  Melton Adult Mini-
School!!

 The Melton School is busy getting ready for the 
2011-2012 school year that  begins on Wednesday, 
September 14.  Classes are held at  the Broder Center 
for Jewish Education every Wednesday evenings from 
6:30 to 8:45 PM.  

New to the Melton School faculty will be, Rabbi Perry 
Netter, who will teach second year Melton Students the 
Ethics of Jewish Living Course. Returning to teach 
second year students will be Dr. Aaron Hughes, 
Associate Director of the Institute of Jewish Thought 
and Heritage at SUNYAB. Professor Hughes will 
continue to teach the History course: The Dramas of 
Jewish Living through the Ages. 

Ethical topics such as justice, abortion, life and death, 
marriage and divorce sexuality and suicide, will be 
presented with case studies from Talmudic, rabbinic 
and contemporary literature. The history course will 
discuss the Biblical, Rabbinic, Medieval, and Modern 
periods in Judaism.

First year Melton students will be instructed by Dr. 
Jerry Berkowitz who teaches The Purposes of Jewish 
Living and by Marta Braiterman Tanenbaum, who is 
the teacher of The Rhythms of Jewish Living.

To become part of the Melton School so you can stop 
your “wondering”, please contact Ethel Melzer, Melton 
Site Director, at the Bureau office at  923-0020, or by 
email at melton@bjebuffalo.org

Rabbi Alex is offering a conversion class 
that is meeting Sunday mornings at 10AM
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Keeping It Kosher  {source: http://www.forward.com/articles/139282/ }
  Editorial in the Jewish Daily Forward - Published June 29, 2011, issue of July 08, 2011.
 
Is a hotel no longer to be considered kosher because of the way it treats its housekeepers? Is a restaurant or a factory treyf 
because of how it treats its workers?
 
Jews in America have long been concerned with the rights of workers and the conditions of employment, but those 
concerns have largely been framed in secular terms, based either on personal experiences in tenement sweatshops and the 
like, or within a broader political agenda. Now, more and more religious leaders are considering the laws of kashrut  to 
apply to the human beings who serve us as well as to the animals we consume.
 
The latest  example is a report  issued at the very end of June by a group of Reform, Conservative and Reconstructionist 
rabbis and community leaders decrying what they contend are deplorable working conditions at  Hyatt  hotels. In calling 
for a boycott  of the hotels, these leaders are directly challenging a huge hotel chain that was, until 2009, privately owned 
by the Pritzkers, a wealthy and politically powerful Jewish family that still retains a sizable control of the public company.
 
The agitation began in 2009, after Hyatt fired 98 of its housekeepers in three Boston area hotels in one day, and then 
turned to an outsourcing company that paid its employees a lower wage with fewer benefits. That  company, Hospitality 
Staffing Solutions, was later fined nearly $50,000 by state inspectors in Indiana for inadequately providing safety training 
for housekeepers. Now the report  is recommending that the boycott  be extended to any of Hyatt’s hotels where workers 
themselves ask for it.
 
“We pledge to treat the Hyatt  as lo kasher/not kosher for events and celebrations until it  treats its workers with justice,” 
the Jewish leaders declared.
 
Hyatt did not respond directly to the report, but said that it  “cares deeply about  the health and safety of our associates.” 
The dispute over Hyatt’s housekeepers is also wound up in a nationwide effort to unionize such workers, and we cannot 
independently assess whether conflicting claims of low wages, poor training, impossible work quotas and impediments to 
free union elections are legitimate.
 
But  this much is clear: The extensive documentation and textual support  in the rabbinical report  is a welcome addition to 
a growing number of efforts to link Jewish law and scholarship to timely social concerns. Advocates for the environment, 
labor, sustainable agriculture and development policy increasingly use Jewish language and teachings to frame their 
arguments. The rabbinic report on Hyatt calls social teachings on labor “the best  kept secrets of our religious tradition.” 
Not anymore.

http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.forward.com%252Farticles%252F139282%252F
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.forward.com%252Farticles%252F139282%252F


GENERAL FUND 
In Honor of
THE AFFIRMATION CLASS OF 2011 by Rabbi Alex

In Memory of
HARRY NUSINOV by Eileen Nusinov
JACK PLASKIN by Helen Plaskin
ALFRED IGGERS by Georg Iggers
GERALDINE LEMANSKI by Alan Lemanski
MARCUS GRAYCK by David Grayck

MEMORIAL FUNDS

ROBERT UNHER MEMORIAL FUND 
In Honor of
In Memory of
MORRIS UNHER by Carol Karton; Judith Summer; 
Marilyn Goldman; Jacqueline Rogers; Lawrence Edson; 
Charlotte Chasen; Drs. Jody & Tomas Holmlund; Benis & 
Edmund Berger

LOUIS BORINS 
In Honor of
In Memory of

YAHRZEIT FUND
In Memory of

EDUCATION FUNDS

LEONARD & BETTY GOODMAN  EDUCATION FUND
In Honor of
In Memory of
DAVID FURASH & EILEEN RAWITZ by Herbert 
Furash
LILLIAN LEAVITT by Judy & Bob Bardach

BELLA AND BERT KREMER EDUCATION FUND
In Honor of
In Memory

LOUIS D. REKOON MEMORIAL FUND
In Honor of
In Memory of

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Honor of
RABBI ALEX by Gloria Tetewsky
In Memory of
ANNE BUNIS by David Bunis

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS

MORRIS SOBEL FUND
In Honor of
In Memory of
CHANA FEFERBERG by Betty & Wolf Tombak

NEUSTATTER- SHAPIRO SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Honor of 
THE BAT MITZVAH OF NORA SLONIM by Esther 
Bates
In Memory of
ISRAEL SISWEIN by Elliot Shapiro

DR. ALEX MORRISON MEMORIAL LIBRARY FUND
In Honor of
In Memory of
ROSE SCHULMAN by Ruth Axlerod

YOUTH GROUP FUND
In Honor of
In Memory of

BESS AND MORRIS MICHAELS MEMORIAL COURTYARD 
GARDEN FUND
In Honor of
THE 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY OF MR. & 
MRS. JAMES HOFMEISTER by Paul Michaels
In Memory of

CHESED FUND
In Honor of
In Memory of
ELLIOT HANAN By Sid & Linda Weiss
 
MUSIC FUND 
In Honor of 
In Memory of

PRAYERBOOK FUND 
In Honor of 
In Memory of
ADELE ORGANEK by Al & Bernice Organek
MICHAEL ORGANEK by Al & Bernice Organek

JUBILEE ENDOWMENT FUND
In Honor of
In Memory of

TREE OF LIFE

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

MAZEL TOV

CONDOLENCES
Lise Gelernter on the loss of her mother Blossom 
Gelernter



UPCOMING EVENTS
(please see weekly email updates or call the office for details)
       Walk Off Hunger  Saturday July 30 @6PM at Temple Beth Am to support Food Bank of WNY
        BBQ Shabbat Pot Luck, Friday, August 5 @ 5:30PM, bring a pareve dish to pass.  Family Service @ 7PM
        Conversion classes with Rabbi Alex Sundays @ 10AM
        Erev Tisha B’Av Monday, August 8
        Movie Night  Saturday, August  13 @ 7PM
        Abby Sugarman’s Bat Mitzvah Saturday August 20 @ 10:30AM
        Niagara Falls Nature Tour, Sunday, August 28 @ 11AM, breakfast @ 10AM at Justin Tyme, Buffalo Ave, NF
        Debbie Friedman Concert at the JCC Sunday, August 28 @ 7PM
        Town Hall meeting to discuss a merger with Temple Beth Am, Thursday September 8 @ 7PM

TEMPLE SINAI STAFF AND OFFICERS

    Alex Lazarus-Klein, Rabbi
    rabbialex@templesinaibuffalo.org
    Renae Gattozzi, Office Manager
    templesinai@juno.com
    Karen Houser, Temple Secretary
    templesinai@juno.com
    Jill Hamilton, President
    psydocmom@yahoo.com
    Marina Finkelstein, Vice President
    mfnkl@aol.com
    Michael Rosenberg, Dialogue Editor
    drrosenberg@roadrunner.com
    Sid Weiss, Treasurer
    sewiss@bwzucpa.com
    Kathy Gordon, Recording Secretary
    kgbrhg@verizon.net
    Amy OʼDonnell, Tikkun Olam
    odnn825@aol.com
    Sandy Seide, Fundraising Chair
    sgs16@hotmail.com
    Maureen Seitz, Ruach President
    17seitz@gmail.com

Weekly Schedule of Services:

Shabbat Service, Fridays, 7:30 pm (Family Services on first Friday of month at 7:00 pm; Tots at 6:00 pm)
Shacharit Service, Saturdays, 10:00 am (unless noted above)
Beit Midrash Torah Study, Saturdays, 11:00 am (at 9:30 am on day of Bar/Bat Mitzvot)

Temple Sinai
50 Albert Dr.
Amherst, NY  14226
www.templesianibuffalo.org
phone:716-834-0708
fax:716-838-2597
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