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Rabbi’s Message - Moses the

Mountain Climber

Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke, for the
Lord had come down upon it in fire; the smoke
rose like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole
mountain trembled violently. The blare of the
horn grew louder and louder. As Moses spoke,
God answered him in thunder. The Lord came
down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the

mountain, and the Lord called Moses to the top of the mountain
and Moses went up. - Exodus 19:18-20

We seldom think about Moses as a mountain climber. He simply is

following the word of God, ascending and descending on command.

The actual journey is not described — the twists and turns, and the

terror of being on the precipice of not one, but two of the tallest

mountains in the region: Mount Sinai and Mount Nebo.

Moses’ physicality is an important component in his ability to lead

the people of Israel. He begins life, with the help of his big sister

Miriam, navigating the Nile on a raft. In his teenage years, he lashes

out against an Egyptian taskmaster abusing a slave and later, shep-

herds sheep. As he grows into a young man, he uses his powerful

staff to draw forth frogs and pestilence, and later to part the sea.

And, of course, most of his adult life is spent hiking the wilderness

and climbing mountains.

On the holiday of Shavuot, we imagine ourselves traveling along-

side our Biblical hero. He is our inspiration as we recreate that

moment in time when the Torah was given amidst thunder and

lightning. We feel the awe of the universe and we understand

what it means to dream.

As the year begins to ebb toward its conclusion, we spend a few

days looking ahead. What could the world look like if we only had

the strength and the fortitude to climb?  For our community, Temple

Sinai, we are at a moment of transition with big changes to come in

the coming year.

Let

Let us not be afraid, but instead revel in the climb. The world looks

different from so high above the earth. Let us appreciate the great

and beautiful landscape that lies below. Like our ancestors before

us, let us transform the dust of the journey into joyous music. 

I leave you with a quote by Jon Krakauer from his book, Into Thin

Air, about his love for mountain climbing: “By the time I was in my

early twenties, climbing had become the focus of my existence to

the exclusion of almost everything else. Achieving the summit of a

mountain was tangible, immutable, concrete. The incumbent hazards

lent the activity a seriousness of purpose that was sorely missing

from the rest of my life. I thrilled in the fresh perspective that came

from tipping the ordinary plane of existence on end.”

Please join with us on Memorial Day weekend as we celebrate the

holiday of Shavuot with not one, not two, but three separate events.

On Friday, May 25 at 7:30 pm at Temple Beth Am, the confirma-

tion/affirmation class will lead services. Mazel Tov to Maddie

Hamilton, Leah Finkelstein, and Nathan Gellin from Temple Sinai.

Then, on Saturday, May 26 at 7 pm, Temple Sinai will hold our

Shavuot service, including a dramatic presentation of the Book

of Ruth, written by Arnie Alt, Judy Bardach and Esther Bates

and directed by Arnie Alt. You are also invited to Temple Beth Tzedek

for an all-night study session on May 26. And, finally, on Sunday, May

27 at 10:30 am, Temple Sinai will host the joint liberal service. 

Chag Shavuot Sameach,

Rabbi Alex 

Rabbi Alex
Lazarus-Klein

ANDREW W. GREEN, M.D. 
RITA R. SLOAN, M.D. 

LLP, ADULT AND PEDIATRIC 
ALLERGY AND ASTHMA 

www.allergydocswny.com
716-675-2660 

Fax: 716-675-2663 

3615 Seneca St., 

West Seneca, NY   14224
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It’s Official!

Temple Sinai and Temple Beth Am voted to merge 

on Tuesday, April 24, 2012.

Welcome Congregation Shir Shalom!

May we grow and become a 

vital part of our Buffalo Jewish Community.
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President’s Message - 

My Wish List for Temple Sinai

By the time you read this, Temple Sinai and
Temple Beth Am will have taken part in a 
historic vote to determine whether our 
congregations will merge on July 1st.  

Although the feedback we have received has
been mostly positive, I didn’t want to presume
the results of the vote, as I wrote this two
weeks prior to its occurrence. Now that the
proposal has passed, I’m sure there will be

many questions about “what next?”  I will do my best to answer
those questions in the coming months. For now, I’d like to focus on
my hopes for Temple Sinai’s future. 

Here’s my Temple Sinai Wish List:

1.  That Rabbi Alex stays with us for a long time.  

2.  That we continue to be the warm, welcoming, accepting
community that we have all come to love.
3.  That we continue to grow and develop in whatever ways are
available to us.
4.  That we continue to develop our understanding of 
Reconstructionist Judaism, and put those ideas into practice.
5.  That we continue to have a strong, vibrant, lay-led temple leadership.
6.  That we continue to provide many opportunities for participation
– in temple governance, religious services, education, tikkun
olam, and community-building.
7.  That we attract more people to be involved in all aspects of
temple life and temple leadership.
8.  That we attract and keep more young families, so that we can
continue our ideals into the future.

What are your hopes for our collective future?  
What can you do to help them become reality?

Thanks for your participation.

Jill Hamilton,
Temple Sinai President

Jill Hamilton
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Remembering the early days of Temple Sinai as we move into the future

Members celebrate the groundbreaking of Temple Sinai in 1957. First sign, proudly declaring plans for the new building site. 

Alberta Drive construction site. Anyone recognize their car? Alberta Drive construction as the building takes form.
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LIBRARY CORNER
by Leslie Jaszczak

By the time you read this review our
merger vote will already have taken
place, and we will be looking 
toward the future. This is a good
time for members and leaders alike
to check out Rethinking Synagogues: A New Vocabulary
for Congregational Life by Rabbi Lawrence A. Hoffman,
available in theTemple Sinai library.

Described as a “provocative clarion call for synagogue 
transformation,” Rethinking Synagogues derives from
Rabbi Hoffman’s experience with Synagogue 2000, a 
project in which he worked with almost a hundred 
congregations in an effort to reconceptualize and 
revitalize the temple as the basis of a strong, spiritual 
Judaism, or as he puts it, “not Judaism by default, but 
Judaism with purpose.”

After a brief explanatory opening, Rabbi Hoffman explores
several different topics such as “Thinking Spiritually,”
“Telling the Story,” “Crafting the Vision,” and “Sacred
Community.” Whether pointing out the pros and cons of a
business model of operation, commenting on the syna-
gogue as a political arena (for better or worse), or visiting
the Saddleback megachurch to find out what they can teach
synagogues about welcoming newcomers and engaging
current members, Rabbi Hoffmans’s personal take on the
things he observed in the course of the Synagogue 2000
project is always thought-provoking.

Although Rethinking Synagogues can be read by 
individuals, Rabbi Hoffman has also allowed for
group study and dialogue by listing several activities
and topics for discussion at the end of each chapter.
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Save the date!!
Saturday, July 21, 2012 

Temple Sinai 60th Anniversary Gala 

Dinner & dancing, music & musings, 
silliness and celebrations.

We're planning a party and would love your
help. Contact co-chairs Michael Rosenberg at

drrosenbeg@roadrunner.com or 
Marina Finkelstein at mfnkl@aol.com.

Gesher Update
by Einav Symons

There is a Hebrew phrase, sof

tov, ha’kol tov, which translates

to, “with a good ending, every-

thing was good.” How fitting is

this phrase to sum up this year at

the Gesher School.  

We had a very busy April which

started with an outstanding and

touching model seder, joined by

our friends with outstretched

arms.  This year, we really felt as

if we were in Egypt, surrounded

by beautiful, artistic decorations 

donated by the Davis family.  

Our students continued to make

us very proud. Grades five

through seven participated in the

community Yom Hashoah program.

and our grade six class presented

their impressive Holocaust 

remembrance project which in-

cluded a goal of collecting six

million pennies.  So far they have

over 17,000!! Yashar Koach!

Our fifth grade students and
their teacher, Ben Charlton led
our Yom Hazikaron assembly.
After learning the prayer Sim
Shalom and talking about what it
means to spread peace, students
each collected one dollar for 
tzedakah that was used to buy
care packages for Israeli soldiers.
The students also researched 
Israeli army heroes and presented
their projects to the rest of the school.
The program ended with each
student writing a thank you letter
to an Israeli soldier, expressing
his or her gratitude. Such naches!

Our Siddur dedication and

school wide Friday night service

on April 27 was a real celebra-

tion. Our fourth graders received

their siddurim and, in honor of

Yom Haatzmaut, our dinner

was…of course, falafel!  

Our students continued celebrating

Israel’s birthday with our friends

at Temple Beth Am and Temple

Beth Zion. Zimriya, our sing

along, took place at Temple Beth

Tzedek. Each school prepared

songs to perform and songs to

sing together. There was a strong

sense of unity among the students.

It is said that, “a community that

sings together, stays together.”

Zimriya, along with the other

community programs is surely a

step in that direction.

It is hard to believe that it’s 

already May and that another 

successful year at Gesher is 

almost over. Our closing ceremony

on May 13 will honor our 

dedicated teachers to thank

them so much for all they do.

Veshinantam l’vanecha - and

you shall teach your children

Torah. Thank you parents, for

bringing your children to

Gesher. Thank you students, for

your energy, enthusiasm and

commitment. Thank you teachers

for helping us all fulfill this

mitzvah!

Have a safe and happy

summer!

BUFFALO JEWISH COMMUNAL EVENTS 

Jewish Reperatory Theatre
of WNY presents:

Driving Miss Daisy,
May 3-27, at the Maxine &

Robert Seller Theatre 
in the JCC Benderson 

Family Building. 
Group discounts available. 
Contact Renata Lefcourt at

833-0743 for tickets.
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Temple Sinai Gift Certificate

The Pampered Pooch
9880 Main St.

Clarence, NY  14031
Phone: 716-759-2144

Owner: Marjorie Newman

This certificate entitles the bearer to one complete
dog grooming for a small dog. Grooming includes:
bath, nail clipping, teeth scaling, flea treatment, ear
cleaning, and expert styling. Please call ahead for 

appointment and mention this certificate.

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT TEMPLE SINAI
A check to Temple Sinai for value of service 

must be written at appointment time. 

Value: $40-$45
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Celebrating Shavuot
by Esther Bates

Shavuot, which comes 50 days after Pesach and will be celebrated on

May 27 this year, is a catch-all holiday. It commemorates the giving of

the Torah on Mount Sinai, is the end of the Omer period which began

on the second day of Passover, celebrates the in-gathering of the first

fruits of the new harvest, is the occasion for confirmation or affirmation

of our teen-agers, features dairy foods, and includes a night of study.

Although that study can consist of any Jewish topic, the Book of Ruth 

is the traditional study text.

This year, we are going to present a dramatic reading of that book, 

prepared and performed by Arnie Alt and a number of Temple Sinai

members. In writing the script some years ago, we inevitably studied

the book quite thoroughly. It is clearly a beautiful novelette, written

after the return of the Jewish exiles from Babylon. But what the author

had in mind and what we read into it, may not be the same. H. L. Ginsberg,

who wrote the introduction to The Book of Ruth in the Jewish Publica-

tion Society edition of The Five Megillot and Jonah, writes, “When we,

with our modern Western approach, ask ourselves, ‘Who is the hero?’

we are apt to hesitate between Ruth and Naomi. The author, on the

other hand, wished to tell us something about the Lord.” But other 

authorities say that the book was written to counter Ezra’s decree which

ordered the returned exiles to divorce their Babylonian wives. This 

interpretation is based on the story’s last sentences, which give the ge-

nealogy of King David as being descended from Ruth, the Moabite con-

vert to Judaism. Thus, if a Moabite woman could become David’s

great-grandmother, despite all the feuds between the Moabites and the

Israelites, then, surely not all “foreign wives” should be considered a

danger to the Israelites.

Putting this into modern terms, The Book of Ruth can be considered as

an endorsement of conversion, and, indeed, women who convert to 

Judaism are often given the Hebrew name Ruth. It is also a plea for tolerance

and acceptance, not to judge people by their ancestry or country of origin.

Another subject for study on Shavuot is the legendary giving of the

Torah at Mount Sinai. Although Torah was only studied by men for

many centuries, the biblical text states that ALL the people were present

at the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai. In Ellen Frankel’s The Five

Books of Miriam, the author posits an interesting discussion of the 

giving of the commandments at Mount Sinai. Her imaginary Huldah the

Preacher says, “God constantly instructs him [Moses] to convey messages

to the people. And as with any game of telephone, sometimes some-

thing gets lost or garbled in the translation.” To this, Wily Rebecca

replies, “No, in conveying God’s message to the people, Moses 

deliberately changes the audience addressed. God’s instructions...

include all the people. Moses, however, addresses himself only to

the men...” Considering the vital role played by Ruth, the progenitor of

King David, and Moses’ instructions to assemble ALL the people to be

present at the giving of the Torah, the role of women in Judaism is also

a valid subject for study on Shavuot.

In Israel, it has become customary for kibbutzniks and other farmers to

make a presentation of baskets of fruit from their harvest, accompanied

by singing and dancing; and in this country, we have instituted confirmation

or affirmation services for our youngsters. All of this on Shavuot!

On Friday evening, May 25, we will begin the festivities with a joint

confirmation/affirmation service at Beth Am. On Saturday, May 26, at

Temple Sinai, we will celebrate Erev Shavuot with a havdallah service

at 7 p.m., followed by a brief service and the performance of our 

interpretative reading  of the Book of Ruth. After that, there will be an

all night study session at which Rabbi Alex will be teaching. On Sunday,

May 27, Temple Sinai will be hosting the joint Shavuot service at 10:30 a.m.

Please join us for all or part of that busy, joyous weekend!
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CONTRIBUTIONS

GENERAL FUND 
In Honor of
THE BAR MITZVAH OF ANDRE TOTH by Justin & Juliane Reich;
Laura & Lawrence Abate; Tova & Mark Kristal; Paul Pearson
DAVE BUCH’S 85TH BIRTHDAY by Joan, Debbie & Mitch Raskin

In Memory of
LOUISE GOODMAN by Gail Goodman
JO ACHIMN by Thomas Troy
JEFFREY GELLIN by Alan Gellin & Robin Raphael
BERNICE & BERNARD SEGAL by Carol & Irwin Segal
ERWIN LAZARUS by Shirley & Dave Feld
ISRAEL CELNIKER & KEITH CELNIKER by Philip Celniker

YAHRZEIT FUND
In Memory of
ARTHUR PEARSON by Frances Okun

LOUIS D. REKOON MEMORIAL FUND
In Honor of
In Memory of
FANNIE BROWN & JOE BROWN by Shirley Rekoon

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Honor of
RABBI ALEX by Andre Toth; Rebecca & Phil Utech
In Memory of
ERWIN LAZARUS by The Family of Elliot Shapiro
ELIAHU PUIUS by Mirel & Melania Puius

NEUSTATTER- SHAPIRO SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory of
ELLIOT SHAPIRO by Ellen Franke
EDWARD SEITZ by The Family of Elliot Shapiro 

DR. ALEX MORRISON MEMORIAL LIBRARY FUND
In Memory of
MORRIS SCHULMAN by Ruth Axlerod

BESS AND MORRIS MICHAELS MEMORIAL COURTYARD 
GARDEN FUND
In Memory of
LOIS CRIDEN by Paul Michaels
LEO FELD by Paul Michaels

CHESED FUND
In Memory of
PETER COVEY by Joyce Berg

MUSIC FUND
In Memory of
EDWARD SEITZ by Ellen Franke
HYMAN TETEWSKY by Gloria & Sheldon Tetewsky

MAZEL TOV
Marina Finkelstein and her wonderful family for a beautiful Passover
Seder.

CONDOLENCES
Florence Ruben on the loss of her son-in-law Tyrone Lee Barrow

Celebration? Honor? In Memory? 
Donations can be made at 
www.templesinaibuffalo.org

James I. Myers
Attorney at Law 

Myers, Quinn &

Schwartz, LLP

5500 Main St., Suite 312 

Williamsville, NY 14221 

716-634-8400 

716-634-6443 fax 

jmyers@myersquinn.com 

DR. MARK S. FINKELSTEIN 
DR. MARINA A. MAULUCCI

PODIATRISTS - FOOT SURGEONS
Diplomates, American Board of 

Podiatric Surgery Certified in Foot 
Surgery, Diplomates, American Board
of Podiatric Orthopedics and Primary

Podiatric Medicine

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
1540 Ellicott Creek Rd.

(near Niagara Falls Blvd)
695-2244

191 North Street, Suite #2
886-8289

Jewish Family Service of

Buffalo & Erie County
Helping Families, children and 

individuals in transition and 

adversity

• Gambling - Education and Prevention

• Mental Health Services

• Eating Disorders Treatment

• Elder Care Services

• Career & Vocational Services

• Resettlement Services

Services Available to Everyone

883-1914
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Leon R. Komm
Licensed Jewish Funeral Director

Amherst Memorial Chapel,  Inc.

716-636-4174

Leon Komm & Son Monument Company

716-893-2500
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TEMPLE SINAI STAFF AND OFFICERS

Alex Lazarus-Klein, Rabbi

rabbialex@templesinaibuffalo.org

Renae Gattozzi, Office Manager

templesinai@juno.com

Karen Houser, Temple Secretary

templesinai@juno.com

Jill Hamilton, President

psydocmom@yahoo.com

Marina Finkelstein, Vice President

mfnkl@aol.com

Sid Weiss, Treasurer

sewiss@bwzucpa.com

Kathy Gordon, Recording Secretary

kgbrhg@verizon.net

Amy OʼDonnell, Tikkun Olam Chair

odnn825@aol.com

Sandy Seide, Fundraising Chair

sgs16@hotmail.com

Maureen Seitz, Ruach President

17seitz@gmail.com

Jordana Halpern Geist, Dialogue Editor

jordanahalperngeist@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

Please see weekly email updates and online calendar at 

templesinaibuffalo.org or call the office at 716-834-0708 for details.

Rabbi Alex’s office hours, Thursdays, 3 pm

Finance Meeting, Tuesday, May 1, 6:45-7:45 pm

Board Meeting, Tuesday, May 1, 7:30 - 8:30 pm

Rummage Sale Collections, May 1-4

Rummage Sale, Sunday, May 6

Rit & Lit Meeting, Tuesday, May 8, 7-8 pm

Last day of Gesher School, Sunday, May 13

Confirmation/affirmation class leading services, Friday, May 25, 7:30 pm, Temple Beth Am

Shavuot service, including presentation of the Book of Ruth, Saturday, May 26 at 7 pm, Temple Sinai

All-night Shavuot study session, Saturday, May 26, Temple Beth Tzedek

Joint Liberal Shavuot Service, Sunday, May 27, 10:30 am, Temple Sinai

Weekly Schedule of Services:

Shabbat Service, Fridays, 7:30 pm (Family Services on first Friday of month at 7 pm )

Shacharit Service, Saturdays, 10 am (unless noted above)

Beit Midrash Torah Study, Saturdays, 11 am (at 9:30 am on day of B’nei Mitzvah)

Temple Sinai
50 Alberta Dr.
Amherst, NY  14226
www.templesinaibuffalo.org
phone:716-834-0708

fax:716-838-2597

Non-Profit Org.
US Postage PAID
Buffalo, NY
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